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Common Name of Plant:  Basswood Tree
Scientific Name of Plant:  Tilia americana
Average Height of Plant:  60 ft – 80 ft. tall  
Blooming Time:  Spring
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Ask the Botanist
What are the leaves like?

The leaves are broad, flat, and simple with fine double teeth.  All teeth are the same size.  The leaves have a broad asymmetrical base.  The leaves are 2-6 inches long and 3-4 inches wide.   The underside of the leaf is lighter than the top.  The veins branch out form the base.  The leaves are alternate on the branches. 
What type of flowers bloom on this plant?  What do the seedpods or seeds look like?
The flowers are white and fragrant.  They grow in clusters on the branches in spring. The fruit, called a nutlet, forms in late summer and early fall. It is gray-green in color. 
What is unusual about the stem or trunk?

This tree often has two or more trunks and vigorously sprouts from the stump.  The bark has furrows that run up and down the tree. The wood is soft and light colored.
How is this plant important to animals?   Has it also been used by people?

Honeybees feed on the flowers which produces a choice grade of honey.  Birds eat the buds, small mammals eat the fruit, and several species feed on the bark and sprouts.  
The wood of this tree is used for cheap furniture, containers, beekeeping supplies, and various wooden ware.

What location does this plant prefer?
The tree grows in rich, moist, well drained soil.
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