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Common Name of Plant:  Indiangrass
Scientific Name of Plant:  Sorghastrum Nautans
Average Height of Plant:  3ft to 7ft
Blooming Time:  July to September
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Ask the Botanist
What are the leaves like?

The leaves are called blades.   The blades are flat, about ½ inch wide, and can grow up to 2 feet in length. They are a dull, dark green color. The leaves are rough and taper to a narrow base.   You can see the veins running parallel up the leaves.   
What type of flowers bloom on this plant?

The color of the flower is a yellow and maroon. The flowers are produced as a spike on the top of  3 to 7 foot tall flower stalks.   Indiangrass produces tight bunches of flowers in clusters that are 10in. long and 3in. wide.  Pollen is produced on yellow stamens. 
What is unusual about the seedpods or seeds of this plant?

The seeds are a yellowish-brown color.  They look somewhat like grains of wheat but they are darker, softer, and more feathery.  They have white hairs that make them look gold and silver in the sun light.

How is this plant important to animals?   Has it also been used by people?
The seeds are eaten by birds and wild game animals.  Indiangrass is a favorite food for grazing animals.  Deer use it for nesting. Grated root has been used to wash wounds, sprains and broken ankles. 

Is there anything else unusual about this plant?
It is said that Indiangrass can have over 200 seeds on one plant.  Indiangrass can survive temperature of -30 degrees in winter and can live through flooding and fires.  It can be found in all but five states.  

Pictures
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	Leaf
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	Flowers and Buds
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	Plant in Autumn

[image: image4.jpg]S

©K R Rabertson
Winois Hatural
History Survey





http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu/~kenr/prairiephotos/sorgnuta.habitat2.jpg 

	Plant Emerging in the Spring


