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Common Name of Plant:  Lavender hyssop                                                                                  Scientific Name of Plant:  Agastache foeniculum
Average Height of Plant:  12-36 in
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Blooming Time:  July to September
Ask the Botanist
What are the leaves like?
The leaves have a licorice (anise) odor when crushed.  The heart-shaped leaves are simple. They are whitish underneath. The edges of the leaves are toothed. The stems are square because it is in the mint family. The leaves are arranged opposite to each other on the stems. The surface of each leaf is bumpy rather than being smooth. 
What type of flowers bloom on this plant?
The flowers are blue-violet and are arranged on spikes that grow straight up in a column-like shape. The small individual flowers are tube-shaped. They bloom from late summer into autumn.  
What is unusual about the seedpods or seeds of this plant?
The seeds are smooth and oval-shaped.   The seeds ripen in August. 
How is this plant important to animals?   Has it also been used by people?

Lavender hyssop attracts hummingbirds and butterflies because of its beautiful colors.  Bees pollinate this plant in the summer and spring.  Native Americans used this plant for tea, medicine, charms and stimulants. The leaves are edible either raw or cooked.  They can be used to sweeten foods and to make tea.   
Is there anything else unusual about this plant?
The leaves of this plant have a licorice or anise smell.  They are edible either raw or cooked. 
Pictures

	Whole Plant


http://seeds.thompson-morgan.com/us/en/product/7012/1
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http://www.paghat.com/goldenhyssop.html



	Flower


http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/prairie/plantx/anise_hyssopx.htm

	

	
	


