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Common Name of Plant:  Large-flowered Beardtongue
Scientific Name of Plant: Penstemon grandiflorus
Average Height of Plant:  2-4 ft. high
Blooming Time:  July – August
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Ask the Botanist
What are the leaves like?   The leaves are roundish and rather thick.  They have smooth surfaces and edges, are grayish-green, clasp the stem.  The average width of leaves is one inch, and the average length is two inches.  They have no petioles and grow in pairs up the stem.
What type of flowers bloom on this plant?  The irregularly bell-shaped flowers are showy purple-violet.  Each flower is approximately two inches across.  The flowers grow singly on the upper part of the stem.
What is unusual about the seedpods or seeds of this plant?  The hard seed capsule is one-half inch long and contains several seeds.
How is this plant important to animals?   Has it also been used by people?  The flowers are favored by pollinating insects and hummingbirds.  It can be an attractive plant in flower gardens.  American Indians chewed the root to a pulp and placed it in the painful tooth cavity for treating toothache.  Other uses have been as remedies for chills and fever.
Is there anything else unusual about this plant?  When broken, all parts of the milkweed plant emit a thick, white juice called latex.  The monarch caterpillars absorb this while feeding, thus making them distasteful to potential predators.
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http://www.wisplants.uwsp.edu/scripts/detail.asp?SpCode=PENGRA1
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