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Common Name of Plant:  Common Milkweed
Scientific Name of Plant:  Asclepias syriaca
Average Height of Plant:  2-3 feet
Blooming Time
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Ask the Botanist
What are the leaves like?  The common milkweed has large, thick, stiff, broad leaves with reddish veins.  The leaves have smooth upper surfaces and edges, but hairy bottom surfaces.  They grow opposite each other by twos up the stalk.

What type of flowers bloom on this plant?  The flowers of all milkweeds have a unique shape (please refer to the picture).  Common milkweed flowers are dusty rose or lavender.  They grow individually on stalks in a somewhat drooping cluster.  The clusters are at the top of the stalk or sometimes in the axils of leaves.
What is unusual about the seedpods or seeds of this plant?  The flower clusters form warty, greenish-white pots in August and September.  Inside the pods are numerous dark brown seeds attached to long white, silky fibers.  When the pod ripens and splits, the fibers dry and form parachutes in order to transport the seeds to new locations.
How is this plant important to animals?   Has it also been used by people?  Pollinating insects are attracted to this plant.  Monarch butterflies are attracted to all milkweed species.  They lay their eggs on the underside of leaves.  The hatching caterpillars feed solely on the milkweed leaves.  Other insects that may be found on milkweeds are milkweed beetles, small milkweed bugs, and milkweed leaf beetles.  Native Americans used the plant of medicine and made sugar from its flowers.  They also used its plant fiber and seed floss to weave fine fabrics.  During World War Two people collected the fluffy seed fibers for kapok, which was used in life jackets by servicemen.
Is there anything else unusual about this plant?  When broken, all parts of the milkweed plant emit a thick, white juice called latex.  The monarch caterpillars absorb this while feeding, thus making them distasteful to potential predators.
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	Seed Pods in Autumn
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