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Common Name of Plant:  Stiff Goldenrod
Scientific Name of Plant:  Solidago Rigida
Average Height of Plant:  1 to 5 feet tall 
Blooming Time:  July through October
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Ask the Botanist
What are the leaves like?  The thick leaves are stiff, gray-green, and hairy.  Their margins are only slightly toothed.  The basal leaves are the largest and have long petioles.  Progressively up the stalk they become stalkless and more oblong or oval.

What type of flowers bloom on this plant?  The flower heads are borne severally on short branches at the top of the stalk, forming a flat-topped cluster.  Each head measures about three-eighths of an inch across.  The compact, yellow disk flowers are surrounded by seven to fourteen yellow ray flowers.
What is unusual about the seedpods or seeds of this plant?  The tiny, dry seeds are attached to white hairs.
How is this plant important to animals?   Has it also been used by people?  Goldenrods attract many different pollinating insects.  Some species of goldenrods have been used as medicines, tea, dye, and latex.
Is there anything else unusual about this plant?  Rigid goldenrod grows well on dry prairies.  Goldenrods have been incorrectly blamed for hay fever, but the pollen is too heavy to be transported by wind.  Goldenrods depend on insects for carrying their pollen.


