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Common Name of Plant:   Smooth Blue Aster
Scientific Name of Plant:  Aster Laevis 
Average Height of Plant: 1-3 ft. high
Blooming Time:  Late in season when few other plants dare risk of frost.
Ask the Botanist
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What are the leaves like?  The leaves are thick and bluish-green and have smooth edges.  At the base of the stalk the leaves are largest and have winged petioles.  Progressing up the stalk, the leaves get smaller and lose their petioles.
What type of flowers bloom on this plant?  These composites have blue-violet rays that surround multiple yellow tubular flowers.  The flower heads are produced singly on short branches at the top of the stalk.

What is unusual about the seedpods or seeds of this plant?  The small, dry seeds are attached to reddish hairs.
How is this plant important to animals?   Has it also been used by people?

A tea may be concocted from the leaves and was used for headaches.
\

Is there anything else unusual about this plant?  This plant can grow in drier parts of the prairie.  The word aster comes from Greek and means star, describing the radiate heads of these composites.
Picture of Smooth Blue Aster – Whole flower
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www.wisplants.uwsp.edu/scripts/detail.asp?SpCode=ASTLAEvLAE
