731.2

SCHOOL VANDALISM

The Friess Lake School Board expects students to take pride in their school building and to make every attempt to keep it in good condition. While school districts may not be able to stop school vandalism from occurring altogether, school boards can take reasonable measures to protect school property and to deal with those individuals who cause damage to it.

Any student who damages, disturbs, or destroys school property is expected to make restitution to the district. A student may also be requested to cooperate and work with custodial personnel to help clean up any damage caused by the student. Students who violate school board policy will be dealt with on an individual basis regarding appropriate discipline.

School boards have a general duty under state law to provide for the care, control and management of district property. State law also requires a school board to make an inventory of all school district property and to keep school buildings and equipment amply insured.

1. The Friess Lake School Board adopts the following definitions and state statutes with regards to school vandalism:

Definition of Vandalism: Major vandalism exceeds $25 in property damage or loss; minor vandalism is less than $25; and accidental damage to school property may be declared by school personnel. All charges will include both labor and materials necessary for repairs or replacement.

Damage to Property - Section 943.01 Wis. Stats, prohibits persons from intentionally causing damage to any physical property of another; from intentionally damaging any building by means of fire; or any property of another by means of explosives without the person's consent.

Graffiti - Section 943.017 Wis. Stats, prohibits anyone from intentionally marking, drawing or writing with paint, ink or another substance on or intentionally etching into the physical property of another without the other's consent.

Computer Damage - Section 943.70 Wis. Stats, prohibits anyone from willfully, knowingly and without authorization modifying or destroying data, computer programs or supporting documentation. The law further prohibits anyone from willfully, knowingly and without authorizations: (a) modifying computer equipment or supplies that are used or intended to be used in a computer, computer system or computer network, and (b) destroying or damaging a computer, computer system, computer network or equipment or supplies used or intended to be used in a computer, computer system, or computer network. Simply stated, computer vandalism is any malicious attempt to harm or destroy 
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hardware, software and wiring, and data of another user. It includes, but is not limited to, the uploading or creation of computer viruses.

Criminal Gang Activity - Section 895.77(2) Wis. Stats, authorizes a school district to bring an action in circuit court for any expenditure of money for the allocation or reallocation of personnel or resources if the expenditure of money by the district is the result of criminal gang activity.

Reward Funds - School Boards are authorized by sec. 120.13(8) Wis. Stats, to establish a reward, not exceeding $500, for information leading to the arrest and conviction of persons who damage or destroy school property.

Restitution for Damages - State law requires persons, including children, to pay forfeitures and/or restitution for specified criminal acts as ordered by the court. According to sec. 895.035 Wis. Stats, parents are liable for damages to property; for the cost of repairing or replacing property; the maximum recovery from any parent may not exceed the amount currently specified - $4000 for damages resulting from any one graffiti law violation by a child and $2,500 for any one act of a child relating to property damage.

2. Incident Reporting/Record keeping: all instances of vandalism should be reported immediately to designated school personnel: the District Administrator and/or designee. The narrative report should include the name of the perpetrator; the date, time, and place of the act; any special circumstances related to the act; the date reported to police authorities; a description of the damage to school property and its effect on school operations; cost analysis of the damage, including estimated cost of repairs or replacement and labor; and any other pertinent information.

3. Apprehension/Discipline of Offenders: the School Board will actively support the apprehension and punishment of any person involved in committing acts of vandalism. The District Administrator and/or designee is authorized to sign a criminal complaint and to press charges against perpetrators of vandalism against school property, and is further authorized to delegate, as he/she sees fit, authority to sign such complaints and to press charges. 

The School Board will cooperate fully with law enforcement agencies in their efforts to apprehend and punish such persons under criminal laws and will enforce school district disciplinary measures when applicable.

A student involved in an act of vandalism is subject to one or more of the following disciplinary actions based upon the severity of the misconduct: warning and student conference, parent notification, detention, suspension from school, recommendation for expulsion, referral to law enforcement for disorderly conduct, criminal damage to property and other citable offenses. Students may also be subject to a loss of privileges: 
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when a student commits computer vandalism, he/she loses privileges to use the computers at school. If a staff member is involved in an act of vandalism, he/she is subject to discipline up to and including the possibility of dismissal. The system operator will perform routine maintenance and cleanup of files that may include deleting and "dumping" student and teacher files which is not an act of vandalism.

4. Collection of damages: The School Board authorizes the District Administrator/designee to pursue the collection of damages through legal action when necessary.
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