721.1

SEARCH OF STORAGE AREAS

The Friess Lake School Board of Education recognizes that the District needs to provide storage areas for the convenience of staff members and students.  The Board also recognizes that, although the District retains ownership and right to control storage areas, entry into areas without the consent or approval of the user is intrusive and offensive to the user’s dignity, and the Board has an obligation to respect the user’s interests.  However, circumstances may require entry without consent or approval from time to time, and it is therefore necessary to develop appropriate rules governing such entries.

This policy is not intended to limit the District’s right to conduct general inspections of storage areas out of concern for the health, safety and welfare of the school community.

The school provides storage areas, including electronic media, for the convenience of staff members and students.  A storage area assigned to a staff member or student remains the property of the Friess Lake School District. At no time does the District relinquish its exclusive control of such storage areas.  The searches may be conducted by the District Administrator, a police-school liaison officer or school employee designated by the District Administrator or School Board.

Individual storage areas may be searched as determined necessary or appropriate without notice, without user consent, and without a search warrant.  The search will be conducted in accordance with regulations established by the Board.  

Any unauthorized items found in a storage area may be removed. Items removed from a storage area must be safeguarded until the appropriate authorities for disposition of the items have made determination.  Items removed from the storage area will be handled as follows:

1. held by the school for return to the staff member, or parent/guardian of a minor student to be removed from school property,

2. retained for disciplinary proceedings, or

3. turned over to law enforcement officials.

Anything found in the course of a search pursuant to this policy, which constitutes evidence of a violation of a particular law, school policy or rule, or which endangers the safety or health of any person shall be seized and utilized as evidence if appropriate.  Seized items shall be returned to the owner if the owner may lawfully possess the items.  Seized items that may not be lawfully possessed by the owner shall be referred to appropriate legal authorities or destroyed.
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