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BLOODBORNE PATHOGENS

WHAT EACH SCHOOL MUST HAVE AND KNOW
What   Bloodborne   pathogen   supplies   must   the   schools   have?

•
disinfectant in a spray container

•
1 gallon red square-shaped medical 



waste container 


(look for a "Sharps-a-Gator" logo)

•
5 gallon white medical waste 
container

•
red bio-hazard bags

•
antiseptic towelettes (at least one box)

•
gloves  (have an abundant supply)

•
protective goggles

•
protective disposable coat or apron

•
masks (for every first-aid person)

Many of these items may be contained in a blood spill kit issued to the custodians.

What are the red bags for?

Towels or other material used to soak up dripping blood must be placed in a red bag.  The contents of the bag must be disposed of through the district's contracted medical waste disposal service.  Items placed in red bags cannot be removed.

What is done with the red bags?

Once bloody materials are placed in the bag, one of two things is done with the bag.  If it is a small amount of material, it can be placed in the red "sharps" container.  If too big for the waste container, the bag is readied for transport by tying the bag and placing in a secure location.

How and to where are the red bags transported?

When readied, the red bag will be transported by custodial staff to the medical waste cabinet which is housed in custodial storage facilities.  A medical waste company will pick up and dispose of the contaminated material.

What are the red sharps containers for?

To hold used needles, any sharp object that has been contaminated with blood, gauze pads or bandages and red bags small enough to fit in the container, which are saturated with blood.   They are not for gloves, paper towels, bandaids, etc. that are simply stained with blood and can be disposed of in regular lined containers.  Medical waste disposal is expensive and an environmental problem, therefore, its use should be limited to materials that are saturated with blood.

What is done with the sharps container?

The same process as used for red bags disposal is used for disposal of the sharps containers.  Custodians will supply replacement containers.

What protective equipment must each employee have readily available?

Gloves for everyone, goggles and CPR masks for emergency teams.

What equipment is recommended for a playground supervisor?

A first-aid kit should be readily available for playground duty.  This kit will include the following:

•
gloves

•
baggies with ties

•
hemorrhage bandage

•
gauze pads

•
tape

•
sting-kill wipes

•
disinfectant towelettes for wound and hand cleaning after glove removal

•
instant ice-pack

•
band-aids

•
pencil/paper for messages, etc.

•
CPR mask

Fanny packs are a nice way to have a readily available kit of supplies.  The school will purchase one for playground supervisors.

When must gloves be used?

Gloves are required whenever blood or body fluids are being handled, when diapering, when cleaning contaminated surfaces, and when exposure with non-intact skin is likely.  An employee who has a break in the skin such as cuts, scratches or other open area must also apply a protective barrier such as a band-aid or other dressing.

What is done with used gloves?

If not saturated with blood, they can be disposed of in any lined waste container.  If saturated with blood - dispose of in the sharps container or in a red bag.

What is the white medical waste container for?

This container preserves employee clothes for laundering.  There will be a leakproof liner in the container.  When employees' clothes are saturated (not simply stained) with blood, they are placed in the white medical waste container.  The bag will be labeled with a biohazard label for transport.

What is done with this contaminated laundry?

When there is blood-saturated employee laundry, the school will contact a laundry service for cleaning and will return it to the school.  A student's blood-soaked clothing will be placed in a leakproof plastic bag for transport and cleaning by the parent or guardian.

When must other protective equipment be used?

(e.g. mask, goggles, coats)

Whenever it is likely that blood will splatter or spray, (e.g., cleaning up a major blood spill).  The eyes, nose and mouth are the most vulnerable entry points.

How will the school get replacement supplies?

The school will order more of the following as needed:

•
gloves

•
towelettes

•
CPR masks

•
gauze

•
band aids

•
other first-aid

The school office will maintain a ready supply of the following:

•
disinfectant spray

•
bags (red & clear)

•
liners

•
waste containers

•
blood spill kits

•
goggles-custodial

•
utility gloves

Who is responsible for cleaning major blood spills?

The custodian.  If a custodian is not in the building, the school will have a back-up process in place.

What if we have other questions?

Feel free to contact the district administrator/designee or the district's medical advisor.
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