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Common Name of Plant:  Purple Coneflower
Scientific Name of Plant:  Echinacea purpurea
Average Height of Plant:  2 to 3 feet tall 
Blooming Time:  June through October
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Ask the Botanist
What are the leaves like?  The simple leaves are about five inches long and two inches wide.  They are stiff with a rough surface and have toothed margins.  They are attached to the stem by a flattened, narrow stalk and are positioned alternately along the stem.  The surfaces are rough.
What type of flowers bloom on this plant? This is a composite flower with reddish-purple rays that tend to hang down from the iridescent-appearing red/orange center.  Fertile tube flowers surrounded by sharp bracts fill the center.   

What is unusual about the seedpods or seeds of this plant?  After the petals fall off, the center turns dark brown and the bracts harden, becoming painfully prickly.  The numerous dry seeds are minute.
How is this plant important to animals?   Has it also been used by people?  Pollinating insects are attracted to the blooming flowers, and birds like to eat the seed in winter.  Gardeners have discovered that it can be grown as an attractive flower.  Native Americans used this plant to fight the effects of snake bite or to treat fevers and infections.  Scientists have discovered that this plant contains anti-bacterial properties that can cure acne, boils, and toothaches.  It is used by some to relieve pain from insect bites and stings or to cure the common cold.

Is there anything else unusual about this plant?  The genus name, Echinacea, comes from the Greek word, echino, which means spiny or hedgehog.
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