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Common Name of Plant: Queen of the Prairie
Scientific Name of Plant: Filipendula rubra
Average Height of Plant:  3-6’
Blooming Time: July – early August
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Ask the Botanist
What are the leaves like?
The queen of the prairie has compound leaves which can grow to 2 feet long...  Each compound leaf has 1-7 leaflets.  The leaflets grow above each other on the stem with the smallest leaflet near the top of the stem.  Each leaflet grows up to 6” long and has 2-5 cleft lobes that are palmate like a maple leaf. The shape of the leaves with cut out areas helps reduce the surface area so the plant can keep from losing so much water during a drought. The leaves are a yellowish-green with saw-toothed edges. The leaf stems are very stiff which also helps it keep in water.  
What type of flowers bloom on this plant?
The flowers on queen of the prairie are pink and composite.  The cluster on the end of each long flower stalk is about 5 – 8 inches tall.   Each individual flower in the cluster is about 1/3” across with five petals.  These flowers have white stamen, pink anthers, and little to no fragrance. Their blooming time only lasts about three weeks.  The flowers bloom from the bottom to the top of the cluster. The flower clusters stand high above the rest of the plant and look foamy.
What is unusual about the seedpods or seeds of this plant?

The seeds are about ¼ to ½ inches across and look like the buds.  The seeds are reddish and can be called fruits. Queen of the prairie also increase in size vegetatively through side-roots called rhizomes.  This way of increasing allows the plants to spread out within the area in which they started grow. 

How is this plant important to animals?   Has it also been used by people?
Beetles and flies feed on the pollen. Wasp and butterflies land on this plant looking for nectar but don’t find much. Animals don’t eat this plant. Queen of the prairie is a natural source of salicylic acid from which aspirin is made.  Therefore, Native Americans and early European settlers used it to treat flu, arthritis, and fevers.  It is an astringent so Native Americans also used it to clean wounds and rashes.  The root was used to treat heart troubles.
Is there anything else unusual about this plant?
The crushed leaves are fragrant and smell like sweet birch. Its stem is an interesting reddish-brown color. The Queen of the Prairie got its name because of how easy it is to spot when it’s in full bloom. It’s very beautiful and tall, and it stands out from the rest of the prairie. 
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