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Common Name of Plant: Prairie Coreopsis
Scientific Name of Plant: Coreopsis palmata
Average Height of Plant:  18-24”
Blooming Time: June-July
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Ask the Botanist
What are the leaves like?
The smooth leaves are divided into three lobes with the center lobe being longer than the side lobes. Sometimes the center lobe is lobed again.  The leaves are opposite on the stalk, have no petioles, and are about two to four inches long. Under the flower are very narrow leaves.


What type of flowers bloom on this plant?
The composite flowers are bright yellow.   Each 1 ½ – 2 inch flower has disk florets, surrounded by 8 ray florets. The blooming period is in June and July and lasts about 8 weeks. The single flower on top of each stalk has no odor.   

What is unusual about the seedpods or seeds of this plant?

The seeds are packed together at the top of each stalk. The seeds don’t have any hairs or tufts to carry it far to other places.  The fruit is another name for the seeds. The “fruit” has little wings and isn’t fluffy, like the milkweed. 
How is this plant important to animals?   Has it also been used by people?
Beetles feed on the pollen. Bees use the pollen to feed their larvae. Other insects that collect the pollen are: wasps, flies, skippers, moths, and butterflies Herbivores such as the rabbit and the deer like to feed on this plant. Some tribes use this plant for pain relievers, and the seeds for a type of brew.  Beekeepers use this plant as a good source of nectar for their hives.
Is there anything else unusual about this plant?
The Greek meaning for “coreopsis” is having the appearance of a bug. This plant needs little moisture. The soil moisture can be dry to average. The plant can grow in very fertile soil like black, fertile soil or even infertile sand.  The root system can produce dense colonies of this plant that keep out other species.
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