447.5

STUDENT SEARCHES, INTERROGATIONS & INTERVIEWS

It is essential that staff have the authority needed to promote the safety and security of persons and their property in the Friess Lake School District.  Nonetheless, the exercise of that authority places unusual demands upon the judgment of school officials due to legal and constitutional protections that are provided for students in the state of Wisconsin. Maximum effort will be made to protect each student's constitutional rights (i.e., rights to personal privacy and protection from coercion by others).

As used in this policy, student searches are those searches initiated by school personnel during school on school property, or off school property but during a school-sponsored activity based on reasonable belief that a student has violated a law or rules of the school district.  Interrogations as used in this policy means the interrogation of students initiated by law enforcement personnel, or in some cases, social service personnel in conjunction with law enforcement personnel.  Student interviews as used in this policy refer to those interviews initiated and conducted primarily by school district personnel.

Student searches or interrogations are to be utilized sparingly and only in those situations in which the administration has a reasonable suspicion that such action will preserve discipline and good order, promote the safety and security of students or staff, or protect the property of the district, students and staff. The searches may be conducted by the District Administrator, a police-school liaison officer or a school employee designated by the District Administrator or School Board.

Search of a student’s person or intimate personal belongings shall be conducted by a person of the student’s gender, in the presence of another staff member of the same gender, and only in exceptional circumstances when the health or safety of the student or of others is immediately threatened.  Under no circumstances may a school official, employee or agent conduct a strip search of any student.

The authorization to search shall also apply to all situations in which the student is under the jurisdiction of the Board
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Abused or Neglected Children
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Strip Search by School Employee
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Tests for Alcohol Use
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